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OPINION�
Dearborn Police Chief Ronald Haddad told

the Free Press Tuesday that he hoped the
department’s investigation into the shooting
by federal agents of Imam Luqman Ameen
Abdullah would be released in three weeks.
That’s good, but Haddad said roughly the same
thing in late December and again in February.

Given the growing controversy and com-
plexity of the case, it would be unreasonable to
hold the chief to an exact date. Still, with con-
cerns mounting over whether the shooting was
proper, it’s in everyone’s interest, including
law enforcement’s, for Haddad to wrap this up.

Community leaders and activists have
raised serious questions about whether agents
acted improperly, even criminally, in Abd-
ullah’s shooting death at a Dearborn ware-
house on Oct. 28. Those questions need an-
swers pronto.

Independence and transparency are essen-
tial to maintain the credibility of the investigat-
ing agencies. Dearborn police were not in-
volved in the shooting by federal agents of
Abdullah, 53. Nor were they involved with
building a case against him. But Haddad had
stoked suspicions of a government cover-up by
persuading Wayne County to delay the release

of Abdullah’s autopsy, which lists 21 gunshot
wounds. FBI agents sought to arrest Abdullah
and 10 others on suspicion of buying and sell-
ing stolen items provided by an undercover
informant.

The family has requested that autopsy pho-
tos be released to the Council on American-
Islamic Relations - Michigan, which expects to
get them by the end of next week. However,
CAIR attorney Lena Masri said the county
appears to be improperly withholding photos
from the death scene. “A proper review of the
autopsy cannot be done without those photos,”
she said.

The death of Abdullah, who was African
American and Muslim, has racial and religious
overtones. Transparency is the best way to
restore public confidence. Excessive delays in
completing and releasing the investigation, or
withholding public information, would simply
fuel suspicion and fear.
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Release investigation report

Three little words.
That’s what keeps bringing us

back to this intersection of low come-
dy and pathos. Three words, none
longer than three letters — and yet
some of us still find them nearly im-
possible to say.

Three words: I am gay.
If he had been able to say those

words, who knows what Roy Ash-
burn might be today? But we already
know what his inability has made
him: an object of ridicule.

Ashburn is a Republican state
senator in California. He has always
been rather reliably anti-gay in his
law-making, voting against virtually
every gay-friendly piece of legisla-
tion, from marriage equality to a
simple motion to set aside a day in
honor of Harvey Milk, a gay political
icon who was assassinated in 1978.

So, naturally, we’re all shocked —
shocked, I tell you, shocked! — to
learn that Ashburn himself is gay.
This revelation came after he was
arrested for drunken driving earlier
this month. Turns out he had done
his drinking at a gay bar. “I am gay,”
he told a conservative radio host. As

for his anti-gay record? He said he
was just following the wishes of the
people he served.

Because who wants a leader who
thinks for himself?

Then there’s Eric Massa, a now
former Democratic representative
from New York. He stands accused
of sexual harassment by a number of
his male staffers who claim he
groped them. It has since come to
light that he faced similar accusa-
tions two decades ago when he was
in the Navy.

Massa who, according to the
Washington Post, shares a town-
house with several unmarried male
staffers, still declines to speak the
three little words, but he confirmed
the latest charges in a bizarre in-
terview with Glenn Beck on Fox
News. He also tried to portray it as
nonsexual. “Not only did I grope a

male staffer, I tickled him until he
couldn’t breathe and then four guys
jumped on top of me. It was my 50th
birthday.”

Oh. Well, that explains it, right?
When we turn 50, all us manly men
like nothing better than to jump atop
one another and tickle ourselves silly.
Clint Eastwood, Bruce Willis, Alan
Greenspan ... all the manly men do it.

Sorry. As I said, low comedy. And
pathos.

Because for all the laughter these
men evoke with their lies to self and
tortured rationalizations to us, I find
I have also, hidden in the breath
between ha and ha, a certain bitter-
sweet pity. There’s just something
ineffably pathetic in the inability of
these middle-age men, in the Year of
Our Lord 2010, post-“Will & Grace,”
post-Ellen DeGeneres, post-Barney
Frank, Elton John, Meredith Baxter
and Neil Patrick Harris, to simply
stand up and say those three simple
words.

Perhaps that sounds judgmental.
Perhaps it is.

But if so, it is a judgment fueled by
the cowardice and mendacity of

what they are only reflects our inabil-
ity to accept it.
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those who lack the courage to be
what they are, by anger at the hypoc-
risy of a Roy Ashburn willing to sell
out his own for 40 shekels of political
approval from those who would hate
him if they only knew, and, ultimate-
ly, by the realization that we have
been at this intersection too many
times before.

So you have to wonder: How many
Massas and Ashburns, how many
James Wests, Ted Haggards, Mark
Foleys and Larry Craigs do we have
to see, how many shocked spouses
and embarrassed children do we
have to endure, how many lies, alibis
and justifications do we need to hear,
before we accept the obvious — that
gay is not a choice, gay is not a sin,
gay is not a shame. Gay simply is.

And their inability to say, “I am
gay,” doesn’t just speak poorly of
gays and lesbians.

Because if what we see here at the
intersection of low comedy and pa-
thos indicts certain of them for cow-
ardice and mendacity, you could
argue that it indicts the rest of us for
much the same thing.

After all, their inability to say
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Three little words shouldn’t be so traumatizing

RICH PEDRONCELLI/Associated Press

California state Sen. Roy Ashburn an-
nounced that he was gay after his arrest on
suspicion of driving under the influence.
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On national health care reform:
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proposals on the table are breathtaking in
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P.S.DETROIT IS SET TO HOST the “Super Bowl
of conventions” — the annual gather-

ing of the American Society of Association
Executives — in 2015. These are often the
folks who decide where all the other conven-
tons will be held. Think we can get the Cobo
expansion done in time for ’em?

Opinion.com

So members of the Detroit Symphony Orchestra
believe a minimum salary of $104,650 is inadequate.
Isn’t that sad? Howmany Detroiters, including those of
us who contribute to the orchestra members’ salaries,
would rejoice at a six-figure salary or pension?

This isn’t Philadelphia, New York or San Francisco.
Detroit’s cost of living is lower, so why shouldn’t sala-
ries be similarly equated? Maybe the orchestra mem-
bers prefer bankruptcy. Then where would they be?

Wesley R. Pelling, Dearborn

Hatred tolerated
Several Tea Partyers claim

that the movement is only
about keeping the government
out of our lives and purses.
Perhaps many, even most,
members feel this way, but
there are some inconvenient
facts they do not address.

Numerous members show
up at the parties with signs
and speeches comparing Pres-
ident Barack Obama to Hitler
or Stalin, alluding to dark
conspiracies, and even in-
sulting and threatening his
wife and children. These

things have nothing to do with
fiscal responsibility and lim-
ited government. They are
about hate and fury.

The leaders of the parties
not only tolerate these things,
but embrace them. So long as
this is true, the movement is
one that is based on hate.
Chuck Smith
Burtchville

Blame it on Democrats
My recommendation to

Tiger Woods is, before teeing
off at the Masters, take a page
out of Karl Rove’s misbegot-
ten playbook and blame all his

woes on President Barack
Obama and the Democrats.
That strange strategy appears
to be working with a great
many Americans.
Matt Hart
Trenton

Health reform mistake
HR 3590 fails to address

the underlying cost-drivers in
health care, imposes billions in
new taxes, and includes mar-
ket reforms that will not make
policies more affordable for
the uninsured or insured.

Because the congressional
reconciliation process is de-
signed only for legislative
proposals that have a direct
impact on the federal budget
and deficit, many of the con-
troversial provisions will likely
not be allowed in the final bill.
Provisions like the excise tax
on benefit plans, new taxes on
insurers and drug makers
that will be borne by consum-
ers, Medicare Advantage cuts
and all the backroom deals
will become law.

Congress needs to work
together on legislation that
will actually achieve a world-
class, affordable health care
system for all Americans.
David S. Cluley
President, Michigan Association

of Health Underwriters, Lansing
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Further delays in Dearborn shooting
case can only feed suspicions
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